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(57) ABSTRACT

The cooling system for a turbine may include a plurality of
platform cooling openings positioned in a platform of the
turbine airfoil. In particular, the first set of cooling openings
may create a first cooling path and a second set of cooling
openings may be placed in the path of the first cooling path
where the first cooling flow will cool the second set of
cooling openings.
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1
CONVECTIVE SHIELDING COOLING HOLE
PATTERN

BACKGROUND

Typically, gas turbine engines include a compressor for
compressing air, a combustor for mixing the compressed air
with fuel and igniting the mixture, and a turbine blade
assembly for producing power. Combustors often operate at
high temperatures that may exceed 2,500 degrees Fahren-
heit. Typical turbine combustor configurations expose tur-
bine blade assemblies to these high temperatures. As a
result, turbine blades must be made of materials capable of
withstanding such high temperatures. In addition, turbine
blades often contain cooling systems for prolonging the life
of'the blades and reducing the likelihood of failure as a result
of excessive temperatures.

Typically, turbine blades are formed from a root portion
having a platform at one end and an elongated portion
forming a blade that extends outwardly from the platform
coupled to the root portion. The blade is ordinarily com-
posed of a tip opposite the root section, a leading edge, and
a trailing edge. The inner aspects of most turbine blades
typically contain an intricate maze of cooling channels
forming a cooling system. The cooling channels in a blade
receive air from the compressor of the turbine engine and
pass the air through the blade. The cooling channels often
include multiple flow paths that are designed to maintain all
aspects of the turbine blade at a relatively uniform tempera-
ture. However, centrifugal forces and air flow at boundary
layers often prevent some areas of the turbine blade from
being adequately cooled, which results in the formation of
localized hot spots. Localized hot spots, depending on their
location, can reduce the useful life of a turbine blade and can
damage a turbine blade to an extent necessitating replace-
ment of the blade. Thus, a need exists for a cooling system
capable of providing sufficient cooling to turbine airfoils.

SUMMARY

A turbine airfoil cooling system for a turbine airfoil used
in turbine engines is disclosed. In particular, the turbine
airfoil cooling system includes a plurality of internal cavities
positioned between outer walls of the turbine airfoil. The
cooling system may include a plurality of platform cooling
openings positioned in a platform of the turbine airfoil. In
particular, the first set of cooling openings may create a first
cooling path and a second set of cooling openings may be
placed in the path of the first cooling path where the first
cooling flow will cool the second set of cooling openings. In
addition, the second set of cooling openings may create a
second cooling path and additional cooling openings may be
placed in the path of previous cooling paths, where the
“upstream” cooling flows will provide cooling to the “down-
stream” cooling openings. In addition, the removal of mate-
rial from the platform results in the platform weighing less.
As the platform weighs less, engine performance will
improve.

During use, cooling medium may flow into the cooling
system from a cooling medium supply source. The cooling
medium may reduce the temperature of the platform and
local hot spot. The cooling medium may be exhausted
through the downstream edge of the platform. The cooling
medium may be a fluid and may form a layer of film cooling
air immediately proximate to the outer surface of the plat-
form. This configuration of the cooling system cools the
platform with both external film cooling and internal con-
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vection. As a result, cooling fluids that cool internal aspects
of the platform with convective cooling also will cool
external surfaces of the platform with convective film cool-
ing. Such use of the cooling fluids increases the efficiency of
the cooling fluids and reduces the temperature gradient of
the platform across its width. A potential additional benefit
is that the more consistent cooling may allow the platform
to be created from less exotic materials that may be less
costly.

Another advantage is that the first cooling openings
provide a cooling flow to additional cooling openings such
that the temperature at the additional cooling opening will be
lower. Thus, the additional cooling openings will not have to
cool such high temperatures. In addition, the cooling flows
from the additional cooling openings will be cooler and will
be more effective at later cooling openings. Thus, hot spots
on the platform may be reduced resulting in more consistent
cooling across the entire platform which will result in a
longer life for the platform. This use of cooling opening
improves the overall platform cooling efficiency, provides
more consistent platform temperatures, reduces the platform
metal temperature, reduces platform weight and reduces
cooling fluid consumption. These and other embodiments
are described in more detail below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 may illustrate a sample turbine engine;

FIG. 2 may illustrate a sample turbine with airfoils;

FIG. 2a may illustrate a sample airfoil and platform;

FIG. 3 may illustrate a sample cooling opening arrange-
ment;

FIGS. 4a-4d may illustrate some sample cooling opening
shapes;

FIGS. 5a and 55 may illustrate additional cooling opening
shapes;

FIG. 6 may illustrate an embodiment of cooling flows;

FIG. 7 may illustrate another embodiment of cooling
flows; and

FIG. 8 may illustrate a cut away view of a sample
orientation of a set of cooling holes.

SPECIFICATION

FIG. 1 may illustrate a turbofan gas turbine engine 10 of
a type preferably provided for use in subsonic flight, gen-
erally including a fan 12 through which ambient air is
propelled, a multistage compressor 14 for pressurizing the
air, a combustor 16 in which the compressed air is mixed
with fuel and ignited for generating an annular stream of hot
combustion gases, and a turbine section 18 for extracting
energy from the combustion gases. In the illustrated arrange-
ment, by-pass air flows longitudinally around the engine
core through a by-pass duct 20 provided within the nacelle.

FIG. 2 may illustrate a sample turbine rotor. The turbine
18 may have a plurality of airfoils 202 that may be in
communication with a platform 204. FIG. 2a may illustrate
an airfoil 202. The airfoil 202 may be formed from a
generally elongated, possibly hollow airfoil 202 coupled to
a platform 204. The platform 204 may include a top surface
802. The turbine airfoil 202 may be formed from conven-
tional metals or other acceptable materials. The turbine may
be casted or milled or may be a combination of parts that are
cast or milled. Some parts such as the platform 204 may be
of a first material such as a metal and the airfoils 202 may
be of a second material or a metal that have different
characteristic than the first material.
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FIG. 3 may illustrate one specific airfoil 202 and platform
204 in more detail. The airfoil 202 may extend from the top
surface 802 of the platform 204 to a tip section (not shown
in this two dimensional drawing) and include a leading edge
208 and a trailing edge 210. The airfoil 202 may have an
outer wall 212 adapted for use, for example, in a first stage
of an axial flow turbine engine 10 as illustrated in FIG. 1.
The outer wall 212 may form a generally concave shaped
portion forming a pressure side 214 and may form a gen-
erally convex shaped portion forming a suction side 216.
The platform 204 may extend from the airfoil 202 upstream
to form an upstream edge 218, downstream to form a
downstream edge 220 and outwardly to form a first side edge
222 and a second side edge 224.

In FIG. 3, a sample cooling opening arrangement on the
top surface 802 of the turbine platform 204 is illustrated. A
first set of cooling openings 302 are illustrated as being in
the platform 204 on the downstream edge 220 and the
suction side 216 which is traditionally a hot spot on the
platform 204. However, the location of the first set of
cooling openings 302 may be virtually anywhere on the
platform 204 as long as there is sufficient room (and need)
for additional sets of cooling openings as will be explained.

The shape of the cooling openings 302 may take many
forms. FIGS. 4a-4d illustrate some of the many possible
forms for the cooling openings 302. In one embodiment, the
cooling openings 302 are circular as if they were drilled into
the platform 204 using a circular drill. In an additional
embodiment as illustrated in FIGS. 5a-5b, the cooling
openings 302 may have a flute or diffused output that may
assist in directing the output of the cooling openings. In yet
another embodiment, the cooling openings 302 may be
machined into virtually any shape such as square, rectan-
gular, triangular, oval, elliptical or any other shape that is
desired.

Further, the cooling opening 302 may be created as part
of'a casting process of the platform 204 which may allow for
even more variation, precision and shapes for the cooling
openings 302. For example, cores may be shaped to match
the desired shape of the cooling opening 302. The cores may
be made of compressed sand which may be held together
with a binder. The cores may be placed in a mold to create
a path for molten metal to flow around and logically, the
metal may form around the cores leaving a metallic opening
in the shape of the cores.

In other embodiments, wax may be manipulated into a
shape of the desired platform 204, including the shape and
depth of the cooling openings 302. The mold may be formed
around the wax. In some embodiments, the wax may be
removed to leave a solid mold. In another embodiment, the
wax is left in the mold and when the molten metal is poured
into the mold, the wax may burn away leaving a very precise
shape for the metal to fill. The result may be a very precise
mold and a very precise casting with very precise cooling
openings 302.

The path of the cooling openings 302 may have a variety
of paths. As illustrated in FIGS. 4a-4d, the path may be
linear as if drilled by a straight and linear drill bit. In another
embodiment as illustrated in FIGS. 54-5b, the path may be
machined to have a curve. In yet another embodiment, the
platform 204 may be cast and the cooling openings 302 may
be cast in a linear, curved, curvilinear or any logical manner.

The depth of the cooling openings 302 also may be any
appropriate depth. The first set of cooling openings 302 may
be at a first depth and the second set of cooling openings 304
may be at a second depth where the second may be greater
than the first depth. In this way, the cooling medium from the
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first set of cooling openings 302 may exit the output of the
first set of cooling openings 302 before the output from the
second set of cooling openings 304. As illustrated in FIG. 8,
the pattern of increasing depth of cooling openings 302 may
continue along the path of the cooling flow thereby allowing
the cooling medium from cooling openings 302 earlier in the
flow path to provide cooling medium to cooling openings
304 later in the flow path.

The cooling openings 302 may also proceed to change in
width along different lengths of the path. As an example, the
paths may start narrow and may widen out as the cooling
paths come closer to the surface of the platform 204. In this
way, the cooling medium may decelerate as it moves from
a smaller opening to a larger opening which may provide
additional cooling benefits.

FIG. 6 may illustrate cooling flows across the sample
cooling arrangement. The number of cooling openings 302
may vary. In one embodiment, the number of cooling
openings 302 may be reduced in each successive row of
cooling openings 302. For example, in FIG. 3, the first row
may have four cooling openings 302, the second row may
have three cooling openings 304, the third row may have
two cooling openings 306 and the fourth row may have one
cooling hole 308. In this way, the increased number of
cooling openings may provide additional cooling to the
reduced number of cooling openings in later rows.

In another embodiment, the cooling openings 302 may be
positioned in a way that when the turbine is at its operating
speed, the cooling medium will flow from cooling openings
in earlier rows over holes in later rows. The position of the
cooling openings 302 may be determined through computer
simulations or through experiments using actual turbines
operating at the desired operating speed to ensure that the
cooling medium from previous cooling openings 302 will
flow across later cooling openings 304 in the path of the
cooling medium. In this embodiment, there may be the same
number of cooling openings 302 in each row. In addition, the
number of cooling openings 302 may vary based on the flow
path in the turbine.

The number of rows of cooling openings may vary
depending on a number of factors. If the diameter or surface
area of the cooling openings 302 is large, less cooling
openings 302 may be needed. If the diameter or surface area
of the cooling openings is small, more cooling openings 302
may be needed. In addition, the number and size of the
cooling openings 302 may depend on the specific applica-
tion. For example, some turbine platforms may have few
“hot spots” on the platform 204 and the temperature varia-
tion from the surrounding area on the may be small. In such
cases, fewer cooling openings 302 with fewer rows may be
useful. In other examples, a turbine platform 204 may have
a large hot spot that may be significantly hotter than its
surrounding area. In such a case, more cooling openings 302
with additional rows may be needed.

The rows may be linear or non-linear. Based on a review
of the air flow through the turbine 18, it may be useful to
have the cooling openings 302 in a non-linear pattern. For
example, to provide the desired cooling to later cooling
openings 304, the prior cooling openings 302 in the flow
pattern may be place in a manner to ensure that the flow from
the prior holes 302 flows over the later holes 304 and such
placement may not necessarily be linear. The flow path
through the turbine may have curves and the cooling open-
ings 302 304 placement may vary based on the curve. FIG.
6 may illustrate a flow path that is relatively linear and FIG.
7 may illustrates a flow path that squeezes the air as it exits
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the turbine and there is a reduced number of cooling
openings 302 in each successive row 304.

FIG. 8 is a cut away illustration of the airflow though the
cooling holes along line 8-8 of FIG. 2a. The first set of
cooling openings 302 may provide cooling openings to the
second set of cooling openings 304. Similarly, the second set
of cooling openings 304 may provide the cooling medium to
the third set of cooling openings 306. Thus, the hot gases
may flow by and the cooling openings 302 304 and 306 may
provide cooling to keep the hot gases from making the
platform 204 as hot as it would be without the cooling
openings 302 304 and 306. Also illustrated, as mentioned
previously, the length of the cooling openings may increase
from the first set of cooling openings 302 to second set of
cooling openings 304 and then from the second set of
cooling openings 304 to the third set of cooling openings
306, thereby providing great cooling across the platform
204. Accordingly, as seen there, the first set of suction side
openings 302 may extend between an inner surface 804 and
the top surface 802 of the platform 204. Further, each first
suction side opening 302 of the first set of suction side
opening 302 may include a first axis 806 that may extend
between the inner surface 804 and the top surface 802 of the
platform 204 along the center of each first suction side
opening 302. Further, each first suction side opening 302
may include a first angle 810, the first angle being defined
as the angle between the inner surface 804 of the platform
204 and the first axis 806. Moreover, and still referring to
FIG. 8, each second suction side opening 304 of the second
set of suction side openings 304 may extend between the
inner surface 804 and the top surface of the platform 204 and
include a second axis 812 extending between the inner
surface 804 and the top surface of the platform 204 along the
center of each second suction side opening 304. Further,
each such second suction side opening 304 of the set of
suction side openings 304 may further include a second
angle 816, the second angle being defined as the angle
between the inner surface 804 of the platform 204 and the
second axis 812, and this second angle 816 may be different
than the first angle 810. Additionally, and referring to FIG.
8, each third suction side opening 306 of the third set of
suction side openings 306 may extend between the inner
surface 804 and the top surface 802 of the platform 204 and
include a third axis 818. The third axis 818 may extend
between the inner surface 804 and the top surface 802 along
the center of such third suction side opening 306. Further-
more, such third suction side opening 306 may include a
third angle 822, the third angle 822 being defined as the
angle between the inner surface 804 of the platform 204 and
the third axis 818. The third angle 822 may be different than
the second angle 816 and the first angle 810.

During use, cooling medium may flow into the cooling
system and out of the cooling openings 302 from a cooling
medium supply source. The cooling medium may reduce the
temperature of the platform 204 and local hot spot. The
cooling medium may be exhausted through the downstream
edge of the platform 204. The cooling medium may be a
fluid and may form a layer of film cooling air immediately
proximate to the outer surface of the platform 204. This
configuration of the cooling system may cool the platform
204 with both external film cooling and internal convection.
As a result, cooling fluids that cool internal aspects of the
platform 204 with convective cooling also will cool external
surfaces of the platform 204 with convective film cooling.
Such use of the cooling fluids increases the efficiency of the
cooling medium and reduces the temperature gradient of the
platform 204 across its width. A potential additional benefit
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6

is that the more consistent cooling may allow the platform
204 to be created from less exotic materials that may be less
costly.

Another advantage is that the first cooling openings 302
provide a cooling flow to additional cooling openings 304
such that the temperature at the additional cooling opening
304 will be lower. Thus, the additional cooling openings 304
will not have to cool such high temperatures. In addition, the
cooling flows from the additional cooling openings 304 will
be cooler and will be more effective at later cooling openings
306. Thus, hot spots on the platform 204 may be reduced
resulting in more consistent cooling across the entire plat-
form 204 which may result in a longer life for the platform
204.

The removal of material from the platform 204 results in
the platform 204 weighing less. As the platform 204 weighs
less, it may be easier to control and maintain. More specifi-
cally, as the turbine 18 is spinning at such a high rate of
speed, the weight of the platform 204 becomes a great issue
as the high speeds amplify the weight and create signifi-
cantly more forces on the platform 204. By reducing the
weight, the forces will be reduced on virtually all the moving
parts related to the platform 204, from bearings to forces on
the shaft of the turbine 18.

The described arrangement of cooling openings 202
improves the overall platform 204 cooling efficiency, pro-
vides more consistent platform 204 temperatures, reduces
the platform 204 metal temperature, reduces platform 204
weight and reduces cooling fluid consumption. As a result,
cooling fluids that cool internal aspects of the platform 204
with convective cooling also may cool external surfaces of
the platform 204 with convective film cooling. Such use of
the cooling fluids may increase the efficiency of the cooling
fluids and reduces the temperature gradient of the platform
204 across its width.

A potential additional benefit is that the more consistent
cooling may allow the platform 204 to be created from less
exotic materials that may be less costly. As is known, finding
materials are not overly heavy and that can withstand stress
while part of the material is at a significantly different
temperature is challenging. The difference in temperature
causes varying thermal strains, which result in thermal
mechanical fatigue. By creating a more uniform temperature
over the platform 204, more materials may be able to
withstand the stress and last longer.

In accordance with the provisions of the patent statutes
and jurisprudence, exemplary configurations described
above are considered to represent a preferred embodiment of
the invention. However, it should be noted that the invention
can be practiced otherwise than as specifically illustrated
and described without departing from its spirit or scope.

The invention claimed is:

1. A turbine used in a turbine engine comprising:

a turbine airfoil that is in communication with a platform

for the turbine;

the platform comprising:

a first set of suction side openings extending between
an inner surface and a top surface of the platform that
exhaust a first cooling stream in the direction of a
stream of airflow through the airfoil in communica-
tion with the platform when the turbine is at a desired
velocity, each first suction side opening of the first
set of suction side openings including a first axis, the
first axis extending between the inner surface and the
top surface of platform along the center of the first
suction side opening, each first suction side opening
of the first set of suction side openings further
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including a first angle, the first angle being defined as
the angle between the inner surface of the platform
and the first axis; and

a second set of suction side openings extending
between the inner surface and the top surface of the
platform that exhaust a second cooling stream in the
direction of the stream of airflow through the airfoil
in communication with the platform when the tur-
bine is at the desired velocity wherein the second set
of suction side openings are located downstream of
the first set of suction side openings relative to a flow
direction of the first cooling stream along the top
surface in a path of the first cooling stream and
wherein the first cooling stream is adapted to cool the
second set of suction side openings, each second
suction side opening of the second set of suction side
openings including a second axis, the second axis
extending between the inner surface and the top
surface of platform along the center of the second
suction side opening, each second suction side open-
ing of the second set of suction side openings further
including a second angle, the second angle being
defined as the angle between the inner surface of the
platform and the second axis, the second angle less
than the first angle.

2. The turbine of claim 1, the platform further comprising:

a third set of suction side openings extending between the

inner surface and the top surface of the platform that
exhaust a third cooling stream in the direction of the
stream of airflow through the airfoil in communication
with the platform when the turbine is at the desired
velocity wherein the third set of suction side openings
are located downstream of the second set of suction
side openings relative to a flow direction of the second
cooling stream along the top surface in the path of the
second cooling stream and wherein the second cooling
stream is adapted to cool the third set of suction side
openings, each third suction side opening of the third
set of suction side openings including a third axis, the
third axis extending between the inner surface and the
top surface of platform along the center of the third
suction side opening, each third suction side opening of
the third set of suction side openings further including
a third angle, the third angle being defined as the angle
between the inner surface of the platform and the third
axis, the third angle less than the first angle and the
second angle.

3. The turbine of claim 2, wherein the third set of suction
side openings is in the path of the first cooling stream.

4. The turbine of claim 1, wherein the first set of suction
side openings have a first diffuser adapted to provide control
to the first cooling stream.

5. The turbine of claim 4, wherein the second set of
suction side openings have a second diffuser adapted to
provide control to the second cooling stream.

6. The turbine of claim 1, wherein the first set or second
set of suction side openings is cylindrical.

7. The turbine of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first
set of suction side openings and the second set of suction
side openings are linear.

8. The turbine of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first
set of suction side openings and the second set of suction
side openings are curved.

9. The turbine of claim 1, wherein the first set of suction
side openings is placed in an area of the platform that is
hotter than a surrounding area of the platform at an operating
temperature.
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10. A method of creating a platform for a turbine for use
in a turbine engine comprising:

creating a platform to accept at least one airfoil;

in the platform,

i. forming a first set of suction side openings extending
between an inner surface and a top surface of the
platform that exhaust a first cooling stream in the
direction of a stream of airflow through the at least
one airfoil in communication with the platform when
the turbine is at a desired velocity, each first suction
side opening of the first set of suction side openings
including a first axis, the first axis extending between
the inner surface and the top surface of platform
along the center of the first suction side opening,
each first suction side opening of the first set of
suction side openings further including a first angle,
the first angle being defined as the angle between the
inner surface of the platform and the first axis; and

ii. forming a second set of suction side openings
extending between an inner surface and a top surface
of the platform that exhaust a second cooling stream
in the direction of the stream of airflow through the
airfoil in communication with the platform when the
turbine is at the desired velocity wherein the second
set of suction side openings are located downstream
of the first set of suction side openings relative to a
flow direction of the first cooling stream along the
top surface in a path of the first cooling stream and
wherein the first cooling stream is adapted to cool the
second set of suction side openings, each second
suction side opening of the second set of suction side
openings including a second axis, the second axis
extending between the inner surface and the top
surface of platform along the center of the second
suction side opening, each second suction side open-
ing of the second set of suction side openings further
including a second angle, the second angle being
defined as the angle between the inner surface of the
platform and the second axis, the second angle less
than the first angle.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising forming
in the platform a third set of suction side openings that
exhaust a third cooling stream in the direction of the stream
of airflow through the airfoils in communication with the
platform when the turbine is at the desired velocity wherein
the third set of suction side openings are located downstream
of the second set of suction side openings relative to a flow
direction of the second cooling stream along the top surface
in the path of the second cooling stream and wherein the
second cooling stream is adapted to cool the third set of
suction side openings, each third suction side opening of the
third set of suction side openings including a third axis, the
third axis extending between the inner surface and the top
surface of platform along the center of the third suction side
opening, each third suction side opening of the third set of
suction side openings further including a third

angle, the third angle being defined as the angle between

the inner surface of the platform and the third axis, the

third angle less than the first angle and the second
angle.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the third set of
suction side openings is formed in the path of the first
cooling stream.

13. The method of claim 10, further comprising forming
a diffuser at the outlet of at least one of the first set of suction
side openings and the second set of suction side openings
wherein the diffuser controls the output from the opening.
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14. The method of claim 10, further comprising forming
at least one of the first set or second set of suction side
openings to be cylindrical.

15. The method of claim 10, further comprising forming
at least one of the first set or second set of suction side
openings to be linear.

16. The method of claim 10, further comprising forming
at least one of the first set or second set of suction side
openings to be non-linear.

17. The method of claim 10, further comprising forming
the first set of suction side openings in an area of the
platform that is hotter than a surrounding area of the
platform when the turbine is in operation.
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